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Mount Ararat

GREAT ARARAT, which shoulders its way sone 15,000
feet up into the Armenian skv, and looks dm\n on the
lands of the “Tsar, the Sultan. and the Shah,” alt hough
o truly the rallving point, as it were. for the \rmenian
people. 15 quite unknown to the native Armenian by this
name.  The people who actually dwell within, sight nf
it~ great snow- capped donie, w T look out towards i
over the plain from Frivan, some thirty miles away to
the north, or; from the frontier mountain slopes away
Lo e soutn, ¢ n Dy aovdarmiely or names, 11 they are
Armenians they call it “Maszsis™ 2 i1 Turks, * \ghri Dagh.”
and if Persians. “Koh-i-Nuh.” or the “Mountain of

Noah.™  There are really, of course. two mountains. or,
rather, there is one vast mass out of*which rise two
peaks. “their bases confluent at a hught of 8800 feect,

their summits about seven miles apart.”  Little Ararat.
upoun whose slopes it is that the terfitories of the three
kingdoms actually meet, is some Jooo feet lower than iis
Inu “brother; but none the less, with its 12,840 feet. it ix
“none so hitile”

The great bulk of the two mountains is curiously
iwl.ucd It rises on the north and cast out of the plain

Aras, here sonme 2500 to 3000 feet ahove the sea, and
on the southwest sink~ 1o the phtc‘lu of Dayvezid. Ti.is
only on the northwest that it is connected with any
other mountains, and on this side a huge ridge. some
7000 feet high, links it up with a range of mountains
running \\cbt\\(ud and hnally merging into the great
range of the B ingol Dagh or Northeastern Taurus.

Ararat, therefore, from it~ very position, would be
likely o seize hold of the imagination of men, and
there has grown up wround its vast bulk a store of legend
and U.ulmon which is truly remarkible in extent and
detail.  The great mass of this lore concerns, as might be
expected, the tradition that the top of \rarat was the
resting pliace of the Ark.  There are manyv tales of the
valiant efforts made, from time to time. o climh the
mountain in order, tof find the ark which men declared
wis, at tines, cle.u'l\ visible from the plain below. bn'
John Nandeville, “of pious and veracious memory
as Lord Bryee puts it. in describing his travels cmward
irom Trebizond, speaks of a “Hille that men clepen
Ararathie: but the Jews” he adds. “Clepen it Teneez.
where Noes Schipp rested: and zit is upon that Mon-
tayne: and men may see it a ferr 1n cleer wedre.”  And
lhcn he goes on to say how men had been found who
declared that they had climbed-the mountain. and had
“seen and touched the Shipp. and put here fvngres in
the parties where the Feend went out whan \O( sevid
‘Benedicite.” Sir John. however, insists that the asser-
tions of such men-are not to be credited, {or no one had
reallv: ever climbed the mountain, nor ever could climb
it. by reason of the “gret plentee of Snow that is alle
weves on-that Montayne nouther Somer ne Winter: so
that no man may gon up there: ne nevere man did, sithe
the tyme of Noe: saf a Monk that be the grace of-God
broughte one of the Plankes down. that zit is in the
\l\nmc at the foot of the Montavne.”

So, for many ceniuries, the top of Ararat did. indeed,

e Nir Jone Masviesnie’s nuong
never reaily reached the top e precis phatk from
the ark, which is sill prescived m the treasury of Fuch-
intadzin, was vouchsadfed to Bim as 4 reward for s pe-
sistent, devoted. but altogether vain efforts 1o accopplish
his purpose. On the 27th of Sepiember, (820, Jiowever,
one Dro Johana Jakah Pareot cimbed \rarat, reacied
the “secret top™ and et s feet at lust on the “dosie of
cternal ice.”  Nince then mam people have chmbed i
Many. tao, have <ought 1o .luuxlm the mounrain: to
convey <ome impression of the sohtary \,.mdcur of the
great pmk wreathed aboat by das, as it alwavs i< woith
ever-changing clouds. or az if i~ secn at might, when the
clouds have vanished in the coohng air, and the mountain
stands out ruegedly against the ~teel-blue durkitess of
the IZastern -ky.
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