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FROZEN ON MOUNT ARARAT.

Legend That It Camnot Be Climbed
Falsified by an Explorer's Death.

From the London Standard,. @ .

Ararat, we learn, must now be reckoned.
among the ‘mountains which have exacted
a toll of lifé from explorers. Some of the
geologists who attended the congress at
St. Petersburg during the summer appear |
to have extended their trip tothe Caucasus |
(which was among the attractions of the
gathering) as far as Ararat, and to have
attempted the ascent, but, according to -a”
telegram, one of the party, Prof, Stoeber,
from Vliadikavas, has been frozen to death.
This misfortune will add to the awe with
which the mountain i8 generally regarded
in its immediate nelghborhood. For cen-

turles it was considered Inaccessible: notL.

because it presented any special difficulties,
but because it was deemed to be a zacred
place. From a very early time it has been
frmly believed that portipns of the ark still
remained on the summit.” This is affirmeéd

by, at least, one Greek Fulher of ecarly .

date. Adventurous climbers are a»aid to
bhave-‘heen overpowered- by -un- irresidtivle
inclination to slumber, which, by delaying
their advance, has frustrated their hoypes’
of reaching the summit, This was consid-
ered a clear proof of some supernatural
Buardianship, though a more skeptical cge
would propound another explanation. But
there was yet a legend In reserve to cop-
fute the doubters. A monk in the monas-

tery at its foot desired so ardently to gsge-

on the sacred relica that he returned again
and agaln to the attack, always to falk
asleep. But, at last, an angelic form stood

by him as he rlumbered, and told him that'

man might not tread on such holy gruund,

but that his faith should be rewarded with:

a fragment from the timbers of the ark.
When he awoke, it lay by his side, and 1s
stlll preserved, so the story runs, In the
monastery, '

So strong Is this pelief that not many
Years ago an eminent Armenlan ecclesi-
astie, when told by an Englishman that he
had just réturned from the summit of Ara-

rat, beamed upon him with a benevelest -

smile of superior knowledge, and gravely
replied, “That is Impossible; no one can g s--
cend Ararat.”” But of late years—not-
withstanding this simpite way ot Settling
the question—the summit has been several
times reached. The first to make the as-
cent was Parrot, a professor at Dorpat, in
1820. Doubts have been Lhrown upun his
story, but there is not the slightes: reason
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cent was rarrot, a professor at Dorpat, in
1820. Doubts have been Lhrown upun his
story, but there is not the slightes: reason

for questioning ity acewracy. As he re-
iates In his well-kn book, “A Journey
to Ararat,” he twirB“iMled, but was suc-

cessful at his third attempt. He wus fol-
lowed at rathor long intervals by uviher ex-
plorers, among whom wus the eminent
geologist Abich, In 1843, and in that year
the fire Englishman, Mr. Digovy Seymour,
arrived on the summlt. An ascent was
made in 1876 by Professor Bryce. This
was certalnly not the least memorabls, for
his companions became exhausted, and
were oblized to halt; wh he made his
way up for rathet Hiore {han four hours
quite alone,. Fortunately of th- LwQ routes
by which the summit generqity’ his been
reached—the northwestern anl ihe south-
eastern—he had seleaiwd the laiter, where
the snow Is less steep and ix not so likely
to make much step-culting necessary. The
ascent has heen repeated sever:l

long and toilsome, and ing cold may he, ns
it has been on’ thjs pccaziom, u serlous

We cio not yet kppw whether Profrgsor
Stober became” exhinistad, or whether the
party were caught in a storm, _ Alpine
climbera koow: that tie egld can, pe A forin--
idable foe, even on a hright day, on the up-
per part of Mont Elanc, and the sad fate
of  travelers who wera loi: in the mists
and dled of exhaustjon is stiil umoag recent
memories. DBut Ararat is considerally
higher than Mont Riaue, {or 43 sunmiit
only just falls short of 17,040 feor, and the
severity of the cold 15 doubtieas increased
by the fact that its rocks on the upper part
offer hardly any shelter, and the whale
mountain is remarkably isolnted, It crowns
the Armenian plateau, rising from the
plain of the Aras, apout 3,000 fee: uhove
sea level, a huge, rlmost :wlitary, elongat-
ed mass, which culminates in two et ks,
Little Ararat, rather more than 12800 feet
high, and ‘the vast jomed Great. Ararat.
Both these—indeed, the whole mass—are of
voleanic origin, but no trace of a crater re-,
mains. The summit i1s a dome of RLOW,
but the last rocks which crop-out are indu-
bitably voleanlic,reddish and grayish scoria.

In fact, lava or ash is met wi*h everywhere

during the ascent. The materials, so far
as they have been examined, do not exhibit
any great variety. They belong ta a apecles
of rock which is named andesife by geolo-
gists, because it ahounds In the South
American chain. Doubtless the desire of
studying this remarkable massif, and the
hope of enjoying a marvelous panorama,
prompted. the ascent—undertaken, perhaps,
a little too late In the year—which has end-
ed so disastrously. -7 4 .
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ascen! ' times |
since then, but “the climh 1s undouttedly |




